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10 May 1979

MEMORANDUM FOR: |

Presentations Section, Cartography Division, UGLK
FROM: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT: Lilian Whitteker Album

Attached is a copy of the remarks Mrs. Carter made concerning

Lilian Whitteker during a White House reception for elderly people.

Clearly our project was well received, and I am very grateful for

all of your interest and effort.

IELD TURNER

Attachment:
As stated
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-
at The White House, 24 April 1979

I remember as a young girl in Plains watching my Grandmother
day atter day in a'rocking.chair on fhe front porch, gently swaying
back and forth as she picked peas 6uf of the‘pod. She seemed so tired
‘and frail to me. _ | _“
ike most cthd;ennaand indeed -Tike too many adults today«ml thouqht
'e1dprﬁy people couldn't do anything but sit and rock, go to chuvch, or

‘be pusned around in 2 wheelchair,

Yet now I am a grandmatheruathree times over!

And I must te]l you I certainly don t cows1der“myse7e 01d~w |
or fwred—~or fra11 Nor do I think of people like Nelson Cru1kshank
the President’'s Counse1 on Agang, ar Esther Petersan, th adv1sor*on
Consumer"nffamrs; or the Reverend Martin Luther K}ng, Srf, as ready
“to retire to the front porch. | | v"_ : -
They, 11ka you hera today, represent a wealth of La1ent sk171q,
and experience our nation can i1l afford ta waste. : I '_ f
And they~-1ike me—have learned that as. you get oldey, bexng 0{
servica to others kaaos vou from getttng elderly! o
Befare you }eava5 I want you to take special nete of‘the'beeptifuT
painting on the grard stzircase. " h
It was painted by Lilian whwtteker when she was 84 years old
She diZ3't even begin to receive recognition for her fine pajnt?ngs
until she was in>her 7@‘51 |
But Miss Whitteker was an iﬁnovative artist. She set a mérﬁeious
e of accomplishmente-in spite of--or maybe even because of-~ her

age. She was in love with the world--and it is illuminated in her
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